Program Notes

The three unaccompanied choral pieces that comprise 4 Whitman Triptych were composed between 2012 and
2014. O Sefting Sun was commissioned by the Madison Chamber Choir, Madison, Wisconsin, Anthony Cao,
conductor, and received its premiere performance on April 20, 2012. What Is the Grass? was commissioned by
Cappella SF, Ragnar Bohlin, conductor, and was premiered on February 6, 201 ing West was
commissioned in celebration of the 75" anniversary of the Golden Gate Bridge by the I onal Orange
Chorale, Zane Fiala, conductor, and received its premiere performance on May 27, 2012

I first set Whitman to music in 1986 when 1 adapted part of When Lilacs Last in the
basis for my composition Invocation and Dance (Catalog No. 4378). I went on t
male chorus and soprano saxophone in 1992 (Catalog No. 4765). Like so m:
visionary quality of Whitman’s verse inspiring; the vigor and intensity of the p
music.

Like O Setting Sun, What Is the Grass? is also an adaptation
deepest, and most mysterious. The poem begins as a child-like

to me the beautiful uncut hair of graves.” Here Whitman
life and death, informed by his experiences in the Civil

answer so much as a

aking a child;
of the tenor so

, expressed with lilting
ates a change of mood to the
led forward life...”, set in
nine-part harmony. The mood turns as the tenor soloi s the words “All goes onward and
outward; nothing collapses.” The piec a tone of gentle ironic questioning.

—David Conte

disposition, out of hopeful green stuff woven.
of the Lord,

the young men and old men?
e of the women and children?

and well somewhere,

sprout shows there is really no death,
er there was it led forward life,

ceas’d the moment life appear’d.

goes onward and outward, nothing collapses,
And to die is different from what any one supposed, and luckier.

—Walt Whitman (1819-1892)
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Whitman Triptych

Walt Whitman (1891-1892)
A child said, What is the grass?
D. C., alt.

David Conte

II. What Is the Grass?

for Tenor Solo, SATB Chorus unacc
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* Bass 2, mm. 22-41
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