Program Notes

American Triptych presents aspects of spiritual
experience as expressed by three North American
poets: Americans E. E. Cammings and W. S. Merwin,
and Canadian Bliss Carman. The chosen ensemble of
instruments (harp, soprano saxophone, double bass,
piano and percussion) gives the work a decidedly
American character.

The first movement, ¢ thank You God, is an extroverted
fanfare of praise to God the Creator, with liberal use
of mixed meter, syncopation and minimalist rhythmic
patterns. The second movement, a modern translation
of the tenth-century hymn Veni Creator, is more lyrical
in character and gives each section of the chorus a
solo verse accompanied by obligato solo lines in the
instrumental ensemble. The third movement, Mariner’s
Carol, uses the metaphor of a sea journey to express
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a spiritual journey toward wholeness. A return to the
minimalist rhythmic textures of the first movement
creates a mood both calm and expectant.

American Triptych was commissioned by the Reading
Choral Society, Reading, Pennsylvania, David DeVenney,
conductor. The work received its premiere performance
on November 13, 1999.

The original orchestration for ¢
was reduced for the West Che
Chorus, David DeVenney,
also be performed with pi
with piano four-hands
ensemble instrument;
doublings as indic

-one instruments

“i thank You God for most this amazing”.

8, 1991 by the Trustees for the E. B. Cummings Trust.

by E. E. Cummings, Edited by George J. Firmage.
Jsed by permission of Liveright Publishing Corporaton.

Durations

Movement I: 5:30
Movement I1: 8:00
Movement I11: 8:00
Total: 21:00
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for SATB Chorus and Piano Four-hands,
or Soprano Saxophone, Percussion (3 Players), Harp, Contrabass, and Piano Four-hands
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Bracketed words were added by the composer.
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