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Guitar Concerto

3 Flutes
3rd Flute doubles on Piccolo

2 Oboes
3 Clarinets

3rd Clarinet doubles on Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons
4 Horns
3 Trumpets
2 Trombones
1 Bass Trombone
2 Percussion

Percussion 1: 5 Woodblocks, Vibraphone
Percussion 2: 5 Woodblocks, Vibraphone, Crotales

Harp
Solo Guitar
Strings

commissioned by the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, Marin Alsop, Music Director,
co-commissioned by the Orquesta Sinf—nica del Principado de Asturias,

Rossen Milanov, Music Director, the Nashville Symphony, Giancarlo Guerrero, 
Music Director and the Reno Philharmonic, Laura Jackson, Music Director

Note: The Solo Guitar needs modest ampliÞcation

Though he has composed concertos for a variety of string and wind instruments (this Concerto will be his
seventh), Leshnoff never imagined he would write something for the guitar.  However, after the success at
the BSO in 2010, Marin Alsop and the Orchestra commissioned him to write a concerto for the renowned
guitar virtuoso Manuel Barrueco, who, like Leshnoff, is based in Baltimore.  Three other orchestras signed
on as co-commissioners: Spain's Orquesta Sinf—nica del Principado de Asturias and its music director
Rossen Milanov; the Nashville Symphony and music director Giancarlo Guerrero; and the Reno
Philharmonic and music director Laura Jackson.

"Every instrument has its own soul or essence," comments Leshnoff.  He admits that the guitar, with its
idiosyncratic Þngerings, posed special challenges for him.  His Concerto was the product of "a close
collaboration" with Barrueco, whom Leshnoff reports "was remarkably generous and patient working
through ideas with me.  It really helped that we lived in the same city Ð this Concerto was really made in
Baltimore."

With its delicate sonority, the guitar is a notoriously difÞcult instrument to balance against a modern
symphony orchestra.  Leshnoff opted to have the instrument slightly ampliÞed, but he also took extreme
care with the orchestration.  Rarely does the full ensemble play together with the guitar.

The Concerto is structured in the traditional three movements.  Angular, unsettled, and using irregular
rhythms, movement one (Maestoso, Allegro) is fast, witty, and very virtuosic for the soloist.  The opening
motive for the guitar Ð an upward leap to a sustained note, followed by a gentle stepwise descent Ð comes 
back at climactic moments in all three movements.

Only strings, harp, and two bowed vibraphones/crotales accompany the soloist in the Adagio second 
movement, which bears the title of the sixth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, "vav," associated with "humility"
or, in Hebrew, "Hod."  It is a movement designed to allow the guitar to realize its special capacity to be
quiet and expressive, and indeed, the soloist here is a poignant, lyrical singer against a haze of
slow-moving string chords.

Marked "lively," the Þnale provides a counterbalance to the gravitas of the second movement.  Filled with
irregular rhythms and a sense of fun, it has the feeling of a Spanish dance, a particularly idiomatic choice
for this solo instrument.

Janet E. Bedell for the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra

The composer wishes to acknowledge James Leitch and Daniel Gerlowski.

© 2013 - 2019 by Leshnoff Publishing
Composed by Jonathan Leshnoff for Leshnoff Publishing, administered by Theodore Presser Company (ASCAP)
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Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Fl. 3

Ob. 1

Ob. 2

Bb Cl. 1

Bb Cl. 2

Bb Cl. 3

Bsn. 1

Bsn. 2

Hn. 1
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Hn. 4

C Tpt. 1
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ä Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.
î Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.
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Ï Ïb Ï Ï Ï Ïb Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ïb Ï Ï Ïb Ï

ÏÏÏÏbb ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ

ÏÏÏb ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ

ÏÏb ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏÏb Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

î jÏ ä Î B

î jÏ ä Î

div. a 4

P

P
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Ï. Ïb . Ïb . Ï. Ï. Ïb . Ïb . Ï.

Ï. Ïb . Ïb . Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

Ïb . Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.
Ï. Ïb . Ïb . Ï. Ï. Ïb . Ïb . Ï.

Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.
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JÏ Î Î . Î

ÏÏÏÏbb ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ

ÏÏÏb ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ

ÏÏb ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏÏb Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ïb Ïb Ï Ï Ïb Ïb ÏÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï ?

JÏ Î Î . Î

div.
arco
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F

F

P

P

P

P F

F

F

F

F

P F

P F

F

flute
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ä Ï# Ï Ï# Ï Ï Ï Ï# Ï# Ï Ï#
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∑

ä Ï# Ï Ï# Ï Ï Ï Ï# Ï# Ï Ï#

ä Ï# Ï Ï# Ï Ï Ï Ï# Ï# Ï Ï#tutti

tutti

f

F

F

F
RÏ. ≈ Î Î .

RÏ ≈ Î Î .

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï# Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï# Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï ÏÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï.
Ï Ï ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ

Ï

. Ï Ï Ï# Ï Ï

RÏ
.

≈ Î Î .

jÏ. Î Î .

D

f

D

D

p

tutti
pizz.

div. a 2
pizz.

subito p

subito p

π

π

subito π

div.
pizz.

subito π
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Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï ÏÏ Ï Ï Ï
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solo

p

p
first two stands
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Ï Ï Ï ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏÏ Ï Ï Ï# Ï Ï

JÏ. Î Î .

jÏ. Î Î .
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Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï# Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï# Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï ÏÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
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p

p
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first two stands
(arco)

bottom part
all other stands
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Î Î .
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Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï# Ï Ï Ï Ï ÏÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

jÏ.
Î Î .

JÏ# .
Î Î .

jÏ# . Î Î .

P

pizz. p

P
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ä . rÏ# Ï Ï# Ï Ï
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Ï# Ï Ï Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï# Ï Ï Ï

Ï# Ï Ï Ï
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ä . rÏ# Ï Ï# Ï ÏÏÏ## ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ

p
solo

ptop part
first two stands
(arco)
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JÏb . Î Î .
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Ïb Ï Ïb Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ïb Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
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JÏb . Î Î .

jÏ. Î Î .

jÏ. Î Î .

P

P
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ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏb ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ

Î ä Ï Ï Ï# Ï Ï Ïb
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first two stands

p
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Î Ï Ïb Ï. Ïb Ï Ï Ï

JÏ. Î Î .
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p
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non-div.
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JÏb .
ä Î

JÏb . ä Î
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ä Î
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Ïb Ï Ï Ï
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non-div.
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p

p
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Ï. Ï# . Ï. Ï# . Ï. Ï.

RÏ. ≈ Î Î .
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Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Fl. 3

Ob. 1

Ob. 2

Bb Cl. 1

Bb Cl. 2

Bb Cl. 3

Bsn. 1

Bsn. 2

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Hn. 3

Hn. 4

C Tpt. 1

C Tpt. 2

C Tpt. 3

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

B. Tbn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2
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Ï. Ï# . Ï. Ï.

Ï. Ï# . Ï. Ï.
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74
Ï Ï# Ï Ï

Ï
Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï

ÏÏ# ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ

jÏb ä Î

jÏb ä Î
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Ïn . Ï. Ïb . Ï. Ï. Ï.

Ïn . Ï. Ïb . Ï. Ï. Ï.
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75

Ï Ï Ïb Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

ÏÏb ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ

jÏ Î Î .

jÏ Î Î .
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Ï. Ïb . Ï. Ï.

Ï. Ïb . Ï. Ï.

76

76

Ï Ï Ïb Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï J
Ï

ä

Ï Ï JÏ ä

ÏÏb ÏÏ JÏÏ ä

jÏ ä Î

jÏ ä Î

Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Î

î
Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

Î Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Î

JÏ. ä î

î Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

JÏ ä î

.ú>

.ú>

..úú>

.ú>

.ú>

E

arco

arco

ê

ê

ê

ê

piccolo

E

E

F

F

F

Ä

F

arco

arco

ê
arco
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Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Î .

Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. ≈. Î .

Î . Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

78

ä Ï Ï Ï Ï JÏ. Î

Î . Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

78

∑

Ï Ï. Ï. Ï. ä Ï.

Ï Ï. Ï. Ï. ä Ï.

ÏÏ ÏÏ . ÏÏ . ÏÏ . ä ÏÏ .

ä ÏÏ. ÏÏ. ÏÏ. ä ÏÏ.

ä Ï. Ï. Ï. ä Ï.

Ï Ï. Ï. Ï. ä Ï.

Ï Ï. Ï. Ï. ä Ï.

woodblocks struck with soft mallets

p P

F

f

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

arco
non-div.

arco
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Ï. Ï# . Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï# . î .

Ï. Ï# . Ï. Ï. Ï. ≈. î .

Î . Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï# . Ï. Ï. Î .

î . Ï. Ï# . Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï# .

î . Ï. Ï# . Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï# .
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î . ä Ï Ï Ï Ï

Î . ä Ï Ï Ï Ï JÏ. Î

Î . Ï Ï Ï Ï# Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï#
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∑

ÏÏ. ä ÏÏ. ÏÏ. ä ÏÏ.
ä ÏÏ. ÏÏ.

ÏÏ. ä ÏÏ. ÏÏ. ä ÏÏ.
ä ÏÏ. ÏÏ.

Ï# . ä Ï. Ï. ä Ï. ä Ï. Ï.

Ï. ä Ï. Ï. ä Ï. ä Ï. Ï.

Ï. ä Ï. Ï. ä Ï. ä Ï. Ï.

Ï. ä Ï. Ï. ä Ï. ä Ï. Ï.

Ï. ä Ï. Ï. ä Ï. ä Ï. Ï.

non-div.

woodblocks struck with soft mallets

p P

p

P

P

p

P

P

P

non-div.

π

π

rÏ. ≈ Î Î .

RÏ. ≈ Î Î .

JÏ. Î Î .

rÏ. ≈ Î Î .

.ú
Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï ÏÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

.ú

F

P

p

π

π

half-section

off the string

off the string

P

F

F

p

P

p

π off the string

π off the string
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.úÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï ÏÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

.ú

82
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Ï Ï Ï#Ï# Ï Ï Ï Ï ÏÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï# Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï# . Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï. Ï.

.ú
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