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Symphony No. 4: "Heichalos"
to Giancarlo

Commissioned by the Nashville Symphony Orchestra, Giancarlo Guerrero, Music Director

496-00121S

Instrumentation:

3 Flutes
3rd Flute doubles on Piccolo

3 Oboes
3rd Oboe doubles on English Horn

3 Clarinets
3rd Clarinet doubles on Bass Clarinet

2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon
4 Horns
3 Trumpets

1st Trumpet doubles on Piccolo Trumpet in Bb
2 Tenor Trombones

1st Tenor Trombone doubles on Alto Trombone
Bass Trombone
Tuba
Timpani
Percussion 1

Bass Drum, Snare Drum, 3 Toms, Congas, 3 Woodblocks, Bongos, Cymbals, Vibraphone, Chimes
Percussion 2 (Marimba)
Harp
Piano
Optional Organ
Strings

Heichalos Rabbasi is an ancient Jewish mystical text written approximately 2,000 years ago.  It is one of a few texts that explicitly describes the way
to attain a mystical encounter with the higher worlds.  Through the means outlined in the text, the initiate meditates himself into "rooms" (in Hebrew,
"heicalos") where he advances, room by room, to a communion with the Divine.  The Rabbis who were qualiÞed to teach and attempt this type of
meditation have long ago ceased to walk to face of this Earth.

Leshnoff's symphony is a musical depiction through the initiate's travels through these rooms.  Leshnoff chose text from chapter 1, and chapters 24
and 27 of the text.  The text that Leshnoff uses for Part 2 of his symphony (the 7th room) is so powerful that, to this day, it is still part of the Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur Orthodox liturgy; some say it every week.

From "Heichalos Rabbasai," excerpts from Chapters 1, 24, and 27, translations by Jonathan Leshnoff

Part 1 (Chapters 1 and 24, excerpts)

...when one enters the [Þrst] room, he knows everything that will happen in the terrestrial world...

...when he is on a higher level, he sees each person's secret deeds...

...when he is on yet a higher level, he is separated from mankind; anyone who tries to harm him is rebuked by a Heavenly tribunal...

...and when he approaches the seventh room, the angelic Chayos glare at him each with their 512 eyes, each stare like a ßash of lightning...

Part 2 (Chapter 28, excerpt)

[    ] Might and faithfulness to the One who lives forever

[    ] Understanding and blessing   to the One who lives forever

[    ] Exaltedness and greatness to the One who lives forever

[    ] Wisdom and council    to the One who lives forever

[    ] Modesty and splendor to the One who lives forever

[    ] Eternity and timelessness    to the One who lives forever

[    ] Purity and brilliance to the One who lives forever

[    ] Victory and power    to the One who lives forever

[    ] Glory and purity    to the One who lives forever

[    ] Unity and awesomeness  to the One who lives forever [...]

The composer would like to thank Andrew Hamilton, Meghan Major, Larry Tucker, Luis Engelke, Josh Hickman, Jeff Bailey, and Michelle Humphreys
for their advice and expertise they generously offered to the composer.
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