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Vigil

Close the book and dim the light,

I shall read no more tonight.

I know you are not sleepy, dear.

I will not go, sit by me here.

In the darkness and the silence of the watch I keep,
something in your presence so soothes me,

as when I first felt your hand touch my brow.

T've no other wish than you should fold your eyelids now.
Think not of sigh or tear,

as if God were sitting here.

In the Dark

In the depths of midnight,

what fancies haunt the brain,

when even the sigh of the sleeper
sounds like a sob of pain.

The old clock down in the parlor,

like a sleepless mourner grieves.

And the seconds drip into the silence,
as the rain drips from the eaves.
And I think of the hands there '
that signal the hours in the gloom
and wonder what angel watchef§ wai

in my darkened room.
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James Whitcomb Riley (1849-1916)
Adapted by Steven Mark Kohn
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A Dream

I dreamed I was a spider, a big fat hungry spider.

And my limbs were dangled as I watched three wretched
flies tangled in my web.

And their buzzing wings wi

And I mocked them like a
demon for the sake ofsin a

strangled.
who delights to be a
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cial blessing,

and devoured them'one by one.

A

1 he children seem
to@ome to us as from a dream
me long-vanished yesterday

when we were young as they.

Lullaby

The maple strews the embers of its leaves

oer the swallows nestled 'neath the eaves.

And the moody cricket falters in his cry

and the lid of night is falling o'er the sky, baby bye,
the lid of night is falling oer the sky.

'The rose is lying pallid by the cup

where the frosted lily folded up.

And the breezes through the garden gently sigh

oer the sleeping blooms of summer where they lie, baby bye,
oer the sleeping blooms of summer where they lie.
Yet, baby, oh my baby, for your sake,

this heart of mine is ever wide awake.

My love will never close a drowsy eye

till your own are wet above me when I die, baby bye,

till your own are wet above me when I die.
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1. Vigil
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2. In The Dark
James Whitcomb Riley (1849-1916) Steven Mark Kohn
Adapted by Steven Mark Kohn
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3. A Dream

James Whitcomb Riley (1849-1916) Steven Mark Kohn
Adapted by Steven Mark Kohn
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4. At Dusk

James Whitcomb Riley (1849-1916) Steven Mark Kohn
Adapted by Steven Mark Kohn
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5. Lullaby

James Whitcomb Riley (1849-1916)
Adapted by Steven Mark Kohn
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Steven Mark Kohn
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