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Mark Twain wrote The War Prayer in 1904-05 to protest America’s in

the Spanish-American War. His family convinced him to keep it tion,

fearing it was too controversial. It was published after his deat ade the

case that if God causes all things to happen and blesses select pe e must
A

also, willingly, deny others his blessing. It is the other sid nspoke

side, which Twain so brilliantly characterized in The Wa er. It is not my

to demean anyone’s faith or enter into a theologic Twain’s essay n
as an indictment of religion, but as an impassio c
which will always have resonance. Those fa is'work will recog

S

astonishing liberties taken in adapting it. W es were cut, phrases
moved around and words were deleted or replacedwith my own, all'in the interest
of concision, storytelling and the considerations one makes w. words to
music. But the essence of Twain’s ton
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TEXT

It was a time of great excitement!

'The country was up in arms and every breast burned
with the holy fire of patriotism!

Drums were beating, bands were playing,

and all down the street as far as the eye could see,

a fluttering of flags flashed in the sun!

Every day the young volunteers
marched down the wide avenue

gay and fine in their new uniforms!
'The proud mothers and proud fathers,
proud sisters and sweethearts,

cheering them with voices choked with

happy emotion as they swung by!

Every night the packed meeting houses
echoed with the sound of patriotic oratory,
which stirred them deep in their hearts,
and was greeted with waves of applause,
bringing tears to their eager shining eyes!
It was a grand and glorious time!

Sunday morning came. The church was

'The minister delivered a prayer

such as none had ever heard befo

He beseeched the ever mer her of us all
to watch over our noble soldier

and aid, comfort and encou the

in their just and righteo
®

Bless them and shi
hole congregation.

in the day of ba
Bear them

Make the
on

rof pe

i 1 and!
le!

glory

try and flag!

eir

A reverent paus

as thg stray from the

In the silence, a strange old man entered,

and with slow and noiseless step moved up the aisle.
Taking his place at the altar, he turned

and spoke to the congregatio

“I come as a messenger fi

T e of God.
He has heard your praye pared to grantfit.
But He wants you t prayer has twe,pa:
We have heard th
as uttered by in this hall.
I shall now h u have sil ed for.

O

et peace of our beloved firesides.

u er,
g men go fort

m, Lord.

with them,

Help us, Lor
with the shgi
Help us co

o thunder of their guns
nded.

miling fields

f their dead.

aste to their homes.

eir

with 0
Hel
p ing the hearts of their grieving widows!

urn out their orphaned children

nder the wastes of their ruined land

in rags and hunger and pain!

May they be broken in spirit,

imploring Thee for mercy and denied it!

Blight them!

Help us destroy them!

We ask Thee, in the name of love!

Ye have prayed it.

HE has heard you.

If ye still desire it, speak.
HE is waiting...”

The War Prayer by Mark Twain
(Samuel Clemens [1835-1919])
Adapted by Steven Mark Kohn
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With robust patriotic furor

J=126 VA

9 7  —— | it
A — 3 3m—|—P—p i i f r Ty o) mﬁ
/) | | | — | | Py | S /¥
SV T 7 I I | I | E— e | 1 T | — | | 1
Y] — — —
. .. It was a time of great ex -cite - ment! The coumtry was up in
With robust patriotic furor
/=126 =
5 Z hae T
b= b P oy — ©
&4—/ 2= P === =
— — %
) iﬁ_ﬁ = - %
o) | = | | | >
= = = == = 5
¢ o°® (7 K—— 70 A ‘_i"__ .
© — —, —
4
o) | o~ ~
7 = J—H—m‘;—:ﬁﬁ? 19 il ]
7\ = Py L H e | |
&) | | [ R | | | V= | | 1 |
SV | | RO [ ——| ! 1 | | 1 | | 1
ry) T T ) i I— T T
arms and ey - ery breast, burned with the ho - 1y fire
9. -
MZ-NE TN b A& "
6 P > e 2 : P >
Y — — [ — ul i
o) . 3 %;_—: ‘ | — | — |
b e - e~ R =
SV | -— oY n o d o)
7 _—
—_—~ .
69 £ = ' ﬁ.hﬁ — I - o
) | - I TQ
YV _ _ I T | 'O
D, T =
- of pa - tri -0 - ti - sm!
H # & N 4 o
b’ A s e
/ tfe SLn 2 L2 s 2
@ f’ f’ - | | | | | |
— S —
) — ‘ — ‘ | = ! | !
—_—
Y, — —
—
() —_— —— ] —
A\S% = P 1 o =
o a; e W = 5 > =
> = = ﬁ-‘- >
* =

© Copyright 2018 by lone Press, Inc., a division of ECS Publishing Group. www.ecspublishing.com All rights reserved.



Drums

were beat - ing,

bands

were play -ing,

/]

™

: i b o it -
hall CHENY ) DR ) kil | I I | 7] 0 tl D -
Z (@] P I | — /! 0 P /! | | Py P
— — ’ — ——— L e
e : e e e
14 N/
H — s s b
| | | I I - 12 I "= ]
. — i [t e !
| | | | | [ | | | L) 1
D)) I l T —— —
far as the eye could see, a flut-ter -ing _ of flags
o) . | | W il
A i % ] % P i 5
- y X e S al |28
4 —
CaErrrTLr | =
. — . bj j h]— R —
. . ﬂ - ]
- | - | | . - | i 1z | [ £, | L % I’V‘
r ] | | r ] | | r ) | | 4 | ;)4\’ =D D|0~
e BN — -—
Fed.
17
A
Fﬁ ﬁ 2 T © D)
| 4 - | <
| 1 |/
SV | | ! | I K= 3
Q) —
flashed in the sun!
&
y) g o 88 o '_\\ . = )
AN 12Y SN -
o——== = \\ : \\ %
k\
o) >
b’ 4 | O (4 P=Y o) Q
y A\ h Y ~ PO ] ~ J () )
[ fan) vV = A @ ] Z 4,
E— &
D) _— —— bér %
Red. A
20 f
A s— | T e | | T
—— o * —— ] i Ko i I ] K 3
D) f [ m——
Ev - ery day “the young vo - lun - teers marched down the wide av - e - nue
>
Vg £ & .
7 i i i i I i i i G et 5
L — I E—— — 1 AR i % P —
b s
sf mf
PR ) ral | 4
~J | I | I | I I | A 0) | I | (7 )
7 J | | | | | | | | (@] | | | /)
L 3 | | | | | O | e 3
4 4 4 A4 4

Vel

L
Vel o

Vel il
]



23

[ fan N /)

e
|
1

e 3

moth -ers and

proud

The

u - ni-forms!

in their new

and fine

gay

secco
| } b

/)
=x

A

[l ol
/ 1
. AA ™NOP
. W
Al N
- Lau.v
IaNu .
! 2 .. o)
Wl o L1
o)
| 233
,,____,f Rt oSy
3N
he)
(1
12 E L
w
5 A
ol
[ 1]
4 o
..m T
- o -
m.. _a
M 0 Yo
4 o
2] 1
1+ QO - *
<=
1 11 u,/
| = 1] .P*.
—f | aN
4 N
.m P an
)] -
m.. _a
N I o
NG O N
(’/\I(

they swung

as

py e-mo - tion

hap

= es choked with

withhy, voic

them

cheer - ing

o o o
e
|

o
I

Le be

4

>
o

b

be

o o
|

o
1

hely o ®
1t
|

L2—T~>he

'4
D@~

|
b @
&
>

.

.
&

'
12}
D

|
bo o o e

I
12Y

mpf sub.
—

DO

€S

meet -ing hous

Ev - ery night the packed

~

Ay oSy
~g ~{
P
>.#uy. -A
- T T
~g ~{
P
>.ﬁuv. -A
AN o
T T
A - TN A I N
L B
.b. -
|| =
[
N E p.mJ L I8
X
A~
oony YN
fen




tic

tri

with the sound of pa

- oed

ech

e el
2 3
L}
N
Qo
L}
Y
BN
Qo
¥
-
|
NE NP
g v
>.ﬁuy WA
N N
o o
AN AT e,
A | T
< S
L .

¢
A s
=
L v
N
Q
S
VL
s =
o) o=
s
V
2%
)
£ 8
1) Q0 o
g 2 I
S A SaSy
1 g
Q L L
=
-2
N
S
S
> =
E 3 £
g £ = 1
Q - =y
m A N
g 5
R = N 3
3
>..?u ‘A
[ = q
—
i ISV Ea A o
< L
ALY 5 A «
oY \
AN
o)
N e’

[ 1
q
ax
= v
[ 1
R N
nSu g==
=1 L)
m i va vl
=)
, |
[ 1
o =9
<
frus
N
Exd
™ S
[ 1
AT
172}
[
L =
S EY
AL
[
5 b
z {
al
« B
q
S ay
gL g )
S 2 N]
Q QS [ 1
S 3
S IS
S8 Q [
S 8
S 5 3
~ ~
Q Q
= 2
<
L o
~< 9 N N
4
N————

ﬁ'ﬁ

- F%”
— | |l .Q.u.
J k= (18
Ji 8
(N
[ 18
s
(N
-~
.F%«
pll
o
[ 18
El.N
2 [y
vy
N[ S 10
Y| _& |y
= v v
[y
N
g==
MLz
L v
_ [y
[
1))
L .m N
uJT RS
p=
[y
pa =
b
v v
[ o}
)
o NGe N N
N——



oo

eyes!

ger shin ing

€a

|
) i

bJ

fo

re
|

Ionlaadl el Nl an e

MR LN MoNH
vl gy .-/
\IEEE m Q_o, >~ nmu
HJ = f_ P MWU
_ /J_
iz
\ JiR
(Y
-
. [ 108
(18
u_nn_
q
ﬁ .@11, .nmu f /J
171 N
'l
ﬁ% . i
ThHT 2 N
f d
.Fk
[ 1
L 7 VJ. o
N SIS
N —

rit. molto

A bit slower and more broadly

50

[ a0 N /)

time!

rit. molto

A bit slower and moredroadly

—

w——
0y) I [

>
S

MA
o8 ™ A
AR
4
] \ .V
Alell e
L.
AL _
N N
A i _
A — [ QL
N
o Susy
N

QLR A

Cq

be

o ¢

Qe

=60
7

Slower J
2

2
H
)’ A

5

?uﬂm

0 &

100 &





