Program Notes

American Triptych presents aspects of spiritual
experience as expressed by three North American
poets: Americans E. E. Cummings and W. S. Merwin,
and Canadian Bliss Carman. The chosen ensemble of
instruments (harp, soprano saxophone, double bass,
piano and percussion) gives the work a decidedly
American character.

The first movement, ¢ thank You God, is an extroverted
fanfare of praise to God the Creator, with liberal use
of mixed meter, syncopation and minimalist rhythmic
patterns. The second movement, a modern wranslation
of the tenth-century hymn Vews Creator, is more lyrical
in character and gives cach section of the chorus a
solo verse accompanied by obligato solo lines in the
instrumental ensemble. The third movement, Mariner’s
Carol, uses the metaphor of a sea journey to express

Veni Creator (Part

Lorp of the grass and hill,
Lord of the rain,

White Overlord of will,
Master of pain,

I who am dust and air
Blown through the halls of
Like a pale ghost of prayer,—
I am thy breath.

Lord of the blade a1
Lord of the bloom
Sheer Overlor
Master of dag

Vibraphone
Glockenspiel
Suspended Cymbal
Hi-Hat Cymbals
Triangle

Bass Drum

Harp

Piano Four-hands
Contrabass

a spiritual journey toward wholeness. A return to the
minimalist rhythmic textures of the first movement
creates a mood both calm and expectant.

American Triptych was commissioned by the Reading
Choral Society, Reading, Pennsylvania, David DeVenney,
conductor. The work received its premiere performance
on November 13, 1999,

The original orchestration for t
was reduced for the West Che
Chorus, David DeVenney, ¢
also be performed with p
with piano four-hands
ensemble instruments
doublings as indi

one Instruments

Star of the paling blue
Darkling and gone,

. he frost and cold,
L.ord of the North,
When the red sun grows old

; And day goes forth,

I shall put off this girth,—
Go glad and free,

Earth to my mother earth,
Spirit to thee.

~—Bliss Carman (1861-1929)

he composer abridged this poem in his setting. The bracketed paragraphs were omitted.

Durations

Movement I: 5:30
Movement II: 8:00
Movement III: 8:00
Total: 21:00
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commissioned by the Reading Choral Society, Reading, Pennsylvania, David DeVenney, Conductor

American Triptych

for SATB Chorus and Piano Four-hands,
or Soprano Saxophone, Percussion (3 Players), Harp, Contrabass, and Piano Four-hands

II. Veni Creator
Bliss Carman (1861-1929)*
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* The text for Veni Creator 1s in the Public Domain.

** Cue-sized notes should be played only in the version with accompaniment of piano-four hands alone.

© Copyright 2018 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc.,
a division of ECS Publishing Group. www.ecspublishing.com
All rights reserved.



mf espr.

'v

Lord _

30

DS

~

ord of will,

Lord_ of the ra

— of the grass and hill,

Il NI
. n oo
iy L LT .l
an Il
ma, I P 1)
e L ="l ol Ia
] fm 1] ||
.Fuf 47 Ul L
il 2 i \l H
5 Il ol ml
e
2 sll= “lh
E !
_ ol i '\ “wl
[=)
: ) |4l
R VIR i oy S i
N il .
o -
: Ly
=
,m ol
-
ol N
i
q e
(11 T
'8 L)
5 A
N, nnr”’




| ]
o]
TN &
) <))
< <
AN 2
= B bfmJ h N
5N
‘oz
5NN B
(]
U | -
J1L =
[}
W_I vt
i~y | e
~e | N _
)
ar
5
R &
e~ B | ;
..ruu I- 9 &
b7
| hwv II* E
2 |
s SN 11 - 3
M < | | J
_f 4 [} 1. aN
[}
[ T 4 M q
] s} ]
d s
o
o M _..ﬁu
<N b~ 4 < -
SN en P
wn < =m — =

°

ﬂ P
g c!
77 N [ Y N
[N
; ik o
(YN
o (1 ||W |_HER
=
! =2
. A I
)
< il
LS |8 “w !
]
S
Z M
| ©
- i Ll
=
3
— N
q 1|
= L
— 2 EES 1
el
g
Q
3 ™ wl
= Lyay
£
[
5)
e N
TT®
|||1Pr «omN!
3 B=
p LyaY
s
k i
= Iy
‘ [, v
TN R
N
N o
N —
o



44

- 'y r—‘z T T - T e —

i i= g # i E—— ":|

N

- Ov-er-lord of grief, Mas - ter of doom, Lone-ly as

) L, by

P’ A r ] ] ] Lol > Lt

ﬁ > > [ 'I/ >

D F — —
| > | / -

0

)" A

7= - -

ANIY.4

()

0 | |

T S

Sy | fom v né—ﬂ
I

e
rax n‘ ! I T
e ——




54 We__  are thy whim.
S /AQ b I ! hdf I luaL I lh ]
A — ic I = ;
| | 1 Qllfj 1 5 1

We are thy whim

rall.

A tempo

D
[y ] >

T 1) i e
= 3 1

nSav

m==
;
33T
I-(9l]
=
I{-
Y
T

Exd
-
[ 1NN

B3390

* Depending on balance, the piano secundo may double the harp in mm. 59-82.
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* Depending on balance, the piano secundo may double the harp in mm. 59-82.
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