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Program Note

Singers to Come brings together four poets—a Romantic, a
Victorian, and two contemporary Americans—whose subject

is passionate singing. The familiar origins of song in the
sights and sounds of nature is painted in moonlight to guitaw

accompaniment by Shelley. Galway Kinnell’s earnest trebl

choir reminds us—to a hint of “A Balm in Gilead”
“everyone who truly sings is beautiful.” Minneso
Richard Eberhart’s driving, concise lines focus ou
ness: “Be tree and bird.” Alice Meynell looks

and exhorts us to pass it on. As an avid choral sell,
I can only add: “Alleluia, Amen.”

e beings with thei

an Thomas

Prelude

Singers to come, what thoughts will start
To song? What words of yours be sent

Through man’s soul, and with earth be blent? '\

These words of nature and the heart
Await you like an instrument.

—Alice Meynell (1847-19
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Gilead, and with
ing

The keen stars were twinkli
The keen stars were twink’li?

And the fair moon was rising a toward the heavenly gases.
Dear Jane!
The guitar was tinkling, veryone who truly sings is beautiful.

ven sad music

requires an absolute happiness:

eyes, nostrils, mouth strain together in quintal harmony
to sing Joy and Death well.

but the notes were not sw
Again.

sung them

As the moon’s soff
O’er the faint cold st HeaveJ’
Is Thrown
So your voic @ ende
To th gs W soul had th
wh.

—Galway Kinnell (1927-2014)

from Mortal Acts, Mortal Words.

© Copyright 1980 by Galway Kinnell.
Used by permission of the author.
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To-night;

No leaf will be s

Whilst the dews o
Delight.

Though the sound overpowers,
Sing again, with your dear voice revealing
A tone
Of some world far from ours,
Where music and moonlight and feeling
Are one.
—Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792-1822)
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Go to the shine that’s on a tree

Go to the shine that’s on a tree

Go to the shine that’s on a tree

When dawn has laved with liquid light
With luminous light the nighted tree
And take that glory without fright.

Go to the song that’s in a bird

When he has seen the glistening tree,
That glorious tree the bird has heard
Give praise for its felicity.

Then go to the earth and touch it keen,
Be tree and bird, be wide aware

Be wild aware of light unseen,

and unheard song along the air.

—Richard Eberhart (1904-20
from Collected Po

© Copyright by Richar
Used by 0

the Richard Ebe

)

Singers_to Come

No new delights t
The singers yield.
I lift mine eyes field,

And see in them y et dumb lyr
Poets u and unrevealed. c
Sing what thou t
ords of sent
s soul, and be blent?
e worlds of nature an eart

€

/

I flocks of words
e tops will light,

ers in circling flight,
seas like summer birds,

Od g e to the day and night?

ing of you already is ours;
e mystic part of you belongs
whose dreams your future throngs,
(o

look on hills, and trees, and flowers,
Which will mean so much in your songs.

—Alice Meynell (1847-1922)

from Singers to Come

Editor’s Note

The poems printed on page 2-3 differ
slightly from what the composer set in the
music (artistic license).
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Singers to Come

1. Prelude

for SATB Chorus and Piano

Alice Meynell (1847-1922)
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Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792—1822)
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Singers to Come

2. The keen stars were twinklin
for SATB Chorus and Piano
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3. The Choir
for SATB Chorus (divisi) unaccompani
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Text: from Mortal Acts, rtal Words.
© Copyright 1980 by Galway Kinnell.
Used by permission of the author.
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Singers to Come

4. Go to the shine that’s on a tree
for Soprano Solo, SATB Chorus (divisi) and Piano

Richard Eberhart (1904-2005) Dayid Evan Thomas
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Text: from Collected Poems. © Copyright by Richard Eberhart. Used by permission of the Richard Eberhart Estate.

Music: © Copyright 2016 by Ione Press, Inc.,
a division of ECS Publishing. www.ecspublishing.com
All rights reserved.
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Singers to Come
5. Singers to Come

for Soprano Solo, SATB Semi-Chorus, SATB Chorus andPiano

David Evan Thomas
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