Program Notes

The three unaccompanied choral pieces that comprise 4 Whitman Triptych were composed between 2012 and
2014. O Setting Sun was commissioned by the Madison Chamber Choir, Madison, Wisconsin, Anthony Cao,
conductor, and received its premiere performance on April 20, 2012. What Is the Grass? was commissioned by
Cappella SF, Ragnar Bohlin, conductor, and was premiered on February 6, 2015. Facing West was
commissioned in celebration of the 75™ anniversary of the Golden Gate Bridge by the International Orange
Chorale, Zane Fiala, conductor, and received its premiere performance on May 27, 2012.
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Facing West is drawn from the “Children of Adam” book from Walt Whitma
of the poem is Facing West from California’s Shores. Though Whitma
biographer, Justin Kaplan, made the insightful observation that “he i
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spiritual development. In his poem, Whitman strikes notes of* reflection, of longing for adventure, and
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I11. Facing West
for Soprano and Tenor Soli, SATB Chorus una
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