Program Notes

The three unaccompanied choral pieces that comprise A Whitman Triptych were composed between 2012 and
2014. O Setting Sun was commissioned by the Madison Chamber Choir, Madison, Wisconsin, Anthony Cao,
conductor, and received its premiere performance on April 20, 2012. What Is the Grass? was commissioned by
Cappella SF, Ragnar Bohlin, conductor, and was premiered on February 6, 2015. Facing West was
commissioned in celebration of the 75" anniversary of the Golden Gate Bridge by the International Orange
Chorale, Zane Fiala, conductor, and received its premiere performance on May 27, 2012.

I first set Whitman to music in 1986 when I adapted part of When Lilacs Last in the Doo loomed as the
basis for my composition /nvocation and Dance (Catalog No. 4378). I went on to set Good-
male chorus and soprano saxophone in 1992 (Catalog No. 4765). Like so many compose
visionary quality of Whitman’s verse inspiring; the vigor and intensity of the poetry se

music.

O Setting Sun is based on a text adapted from Walt Whitman’s much longer p
often described as a “paean,” or a song of enthusiastic praise, was first
Democratic No. 8, and received its present title in 1867. In Whitman’s m:
the margins: “finale” and “religious.” I believe these are clues to the ge
of Whitman’s poetry. ;

O Setting Sun for baritone solo and SATB chorus unaccomp
musical gesture of stacked imitative entries on the words
several times, with episodic passages separating them.
recitatives praising the sun and the hour of its setting, supp
section (“How the earth darts on and on!™) is fast and rhythmic ¥
return of the baritone soloist, the final section’s musig##§both serene and revere
continues; O setting sun!”

is repeated
ging noble
in the chorus. A central
ime signatures. After a
ature continues, glory

—David Conte

O Setting Sun

O setting sun!

s! (Surely it is alive!)
s rise and stand up, with strong trunks, with branches and leaves!

ain musical flowing, through ages and continents, now reaching me,
e your strong chords, and cheerfully pass them forward.

I'too carol the sun,

I too throb to the beauty of the earth,

I too have felt the resistless call of myself.

Nature continues, glory continues,

O setting sun! .
—Walt Whitman (1819-1892)
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December 31, 2011-January 3, 2012
San Francisco

5427
o and Tenor Soli, SATB Chorus
by Cappella SF, Ragnar Bohlin, conductor; Delos CD 3524
David Conte (b. 1955)
biographical information about the composer, please visit his website.
www.davidconte.net
E. C. SCHIRMER a division of 6 003131483298 o
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