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Tintinnabulum for Piano
Composed in 1999 to commemorate George Crumb’s 70th birthday, TINTINNABULUM is a 2-minute 
sparkling showpiece celebrating bell-like sonorities, often melding “white keys” in the right hand with 
“black keys” in the left hand.

Extremity of Sky – Music for Piano and Orchestra
In the same year that Tintinnabulum was composed (1999), Melinda Wagner was awarded the Pulitzer 
Prize in Music Composition for her Concerto for Flute, and she received a commission from the Chicago 
Symphony to compose a piano concerto for Emmanuel Ax.  Although not a programmatic work, much of 
ExTrEMITy Of Sky was written in the immediate aftermath of September 11, 2001, and when Wag-
ner later came across the phrase “extremity of the skies” in Act III of Shakespeare’s King Lear, she felt it 
expressed the atmosphere surrounding the composition of the work.

Unsung Chordata for flute (Picc.), Clarinet (Bass Clar.), Violin, Cello, Perc., and Piano
Composing for Boston Music Viva on a fromm foundation grant, Melinda Wagner drew inspiration from 
an astounding video of an industrious little pufferfish and his sand artistry. Working 24 hours a day, he 
carves out a beautiful medallion of swirls and ridges, in the hope of attracting a sweetheart. Wagner has 
written, “I was so moved by the careful preparation, determination, patience, and artistry of this little 
fish, who has no guarantees of finding true love. The phenomenon reminded me very much of the act of 
composing – of creating something out of nothing, with few guarantees.” 

Wick for flute (Piccolo), Clarinet (Bass Clarinet), Violin, Cello, Piano, and Percussion
Composed for the New york New Music Ensemble, Wagner chose the title WICk for the clipped, sharp 
sound of the word itself, noting it also provided several interesting facets. WICk can refer to something 
that is lit, and to the action of drawing up – energy perhaps? Ultimately WICk, also evoking the similar 
Old English word wicca (meaning witch), makes a fitting title for a piece of music that is at times just a little 
bit naughty.

Romance with Faux Variations (Piano Trio No. 2) for Violin, Cello, and Piano

Sextet for flute, Clarinet, Violin, Viola, Cello, and Piano 

Wing and Prayer for Clarinet, Cello, Percussion, Piano

Noggin for Piano

NOGGIN is a four-movement suite for piano with a sonata-like grandeur and architecture 
underlying its elegant wit. The movement titles (Alarum, Transit, Lush Light, and Re-uptake) lure 
our curiosity to discover what’s lurking beneath the fascinating surface, just as the suite’s title 
and music do. NOGGIN was commissioned by the Philadelphia Chamber Music Society which 
presented pianist Marcantonio Barone in the work’s premiere in 2013.
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NoggiN is a set of miniature studies, each reflecting a different way of enjoying 
the piano.  

The first movement, titled Alarum, is a stately introduction punctuated by the 
sound of alternately grave and bright-sounding bells.  

Lighter and more deliberate, Transit takes off precipitously from its opening turn 
figure. Although it is initially brash and somewhat obnoxious, the piece ends up 
evaporating quietly in the upper register of the piano.  

Lush Light forms the gestural and emotional centerpiece of this collection. it is 
darker and more brooding in nature, with the occasional plaintive sound of a falling 
melodic third peeking through. 

The last movement, Re-uptake, recalls the urgency of Transit, but the ideas are 
fleshed out, becoming increasingly fractured and eccentric. A snippet of the second 
movement, a surprise “guest,” ends the work.

NoggiN was commissioned through the Anthony P. Checchia Composers Project 
of the the Philadelphia Chamber Music Society and is dedicated to William M. 
Hollis, Jr., and Andrea M. Baldeck, M.D., with gratitude.

—Melinda Wagnersa
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Duration: c. 13'30"

Commissioned through the Anthony P. Checchia Composers Project of the Philadelphia Chamber Music Society,
and dedicated to William M. Hollis, Jr. and Andrea M. Baldeck, M.D., with gratitude.
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