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* Text translation © Copyright 2009, Ione Press.  Used by permission.
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Musica, Dei donum optimi

Musica, Dei donum optimi, trahit homines, trahit deos.
Musica truces mollit animos tristesque mentes erigit.
Musica vel ipsas arbores et horridas movet feras.

Music, gift of the best god, attracts mortals, it attracts gods.
Music softens tormented spirits and cheers sad minds.
Music also stirs the very trees and tames frightful wild beasts.

Anonymous 16th-century Latin poem
English translation by Daniel Pinkham (1923–2006)

July 9, 2007
Vancouver, B.C.
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* Some tenors may sing the baritone part in mm. 92-98.
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