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THE STAR IN THE EAST 
Jesus was born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of Herod. After his birth astrologers from the 

east arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 'Where is the child who is born to be king of the Jews? We observed the 
rising of his star, and we have come to pay him homage.' King Herod was greatly perturbed when he heard 
this; and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called a meeting of the chief priests and lawyers of the Jewish 
people, and put before them the question; 'Where is it that the Messiah is to be born?' 'At Bethlehem in 
Judaea', they replied. 

Herod next called the astrologers to meet him in private, and ascertained from them when the star had 
appeared. He then sent them on to Bethlehem, and said, 'Go and make a careful inquiry for the child. 
When you have found him, report to me, so that 1 may go myself and pay him homage.' 

They set out at the king's bidding; and the star which they had seen at its rising went ahead of them until 
it stopped above the place where the child lay. At the sight of the star they were overjoyed. Entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and bowed to the ground in homage to him; then they 
opened their treasures and offered him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned in a dream 
not to go back to Herod, they returned home another way. 

Matthew 2: 2-5; 7-8 
BY THE WATERS OF THE JORDAN 

Jesus arrived at the Jordan from Galilee, and came to John to be baptized by him. John tried to dissuade 
him. 'Do you come to me?' he said; 'I need rather to be baptized by you.' Jesus replied, 'Let it be so for the 
present; we do well to conform in this way with all that God requires.' John then allowed him to come. 
After baptism Jesus came up out of the water at once, and at that moment heaven opened; he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove to alight upon him; and a voice from heaven was heard saying, 'This is 
my Son, my Beloved, on whom my favor rests.' 

Matthew 3: 13-17 

YOU ARE PETER, THE ROCK 
When he came to the territory of Caesarae Phillippi, Jesus asked his disciples, 'Who do men say that the 

Son of Man is?' They answered, 'Some say. John the Baptist, others Elijah, others Jeremiah, or one of the 
prophets.' 'And you,' he asked, 'who do you say I am?' Simon Peter answered: 'You are the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God.' Then Jesus said: 'Simon son of Jonah, you are favored indeed! You did not learn 
that from mortal man; it was revealed to you by my heavenly Father. And I say this to you: You are Peter, 
the Rock; and on this rock I will build my church, and the powers of death shall never conquer it. I will 
give you the keys of the kingdom of Heaven.' 

Matthew 16: 13-19 

THE VOICE FROM THE CLOUD 
Jesus took Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain where they 

were alone; and in their presence he was transfigured; his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became 
white as the light. And they saw Moses and Elijah appear, conversing with him. Then Peter spoke: 'Lord,' 
he said, 'how good it is that we are here! If you wish it, I will make three shelters here, one for you, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah.' While he was. still speaking, a bright cloud suddenly overshadowed them, and a 
voice called from the cloud; 'This is my Son, my Beloved, on whom my favor rests; listen to him.' At the 
sound of the voice the disciples fell on their faces in terror. Jesus then came up to them, touched them, and 
said, 'Stand up; do not be afraid.' And when they raised their eyes they saw no one, but only Jesus. 

Matthew 17: 1-8 

ON THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS 
'On one occasion I was travelling to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, ex

tending my persecution of the followers of Jesus of Nazareth; and as I was on my way, Your Majesty, in 
the middle of the day I saw a light from the sky, more brilliant than the sun, shining all around me and my 
travelling companions. We all fell to the ground, and then I heard a voice saying to me in the Jewish 
language, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you, this kicking against the goad.''! said, 
"Tell me, Lord, who you are"; and the Lord replied, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But now, 
rise to your feet and stand upright. I have appeared to you for a purpose: to appoint you my servant and 
witness, to testify to both what you have seen and what you shall yet see of me. I will rescue you from this 
people and from the Gentiles to whom I am sending you. I send you to open their eyes and'turn them from 
darkness to light, from the dominion of Satan to God, so that, by trust in me, they may obtain forgiveness 
of sins, and a place with those whom God has made his own.'' 

Acts 26: 12-18 
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By the waters of the Jordan 
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The Voice from the Cloud 
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On the road to Damascus 
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