THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR, A CHRISTMAS REVERIE was commissioned by the San
Francisco Symphony Chorus, Vance George, Director, in celebration of their twentieth
anniversary season; the premiere took place at Louise M. Davies Symphony Hall in San
Francisco, California on December 6, 1992.

THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR, A CHRISTMAS REVERIE was conceived as a theater piece,
although it may also be performed in concert format. If staged, the conductor should be
absent or as inconspicuous as possible.

CAST
THE LONELY PIANIST (center stage under a spotlight)

ANGELIC HOST (large group divided SATB placed in an elevated position
or ringed about the hall; in darkness, holding candles)

CHEERFUL CAROLERS (solo SATB; possibly with mufflers and a lantern)

PLOT SUMMARY

Alone on Christmas Eve, the LONELY PIANIST, oppressed by the relentless cheer of
the Season amid the suffering in the world, seeks comfort in his music. To his surprise,
his first notes awaken him to the ANGELIC HOST and their timeless message. He plays
to them; they sing to him. CHEERFUL CAROLERS stroll by, whose song fills the
LONELY PIANIST with nostalgia and melancholy. He ceases to play, trying to shut them
out and listen only to the ANGELIC HOST. But the message of the CHEERFUL
CAROLERS and the ANGELIC HOST conjoin to buoy him up in bliss, and the once-
lonely PIANIST feels at one with the Season and Mysteries Eternal.

DURATION: ca. 6’ 20"
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The Midnight Clear

A Christmas Reverie
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