Program Notes

The songs Homecoming and Quilt were commissioned by the West Chester University Poetry Conference, West Chester,
Pennsylvania, and were premiered by baritone Robert Barefield and pianist Carl Cranmer on June 7, 2003. Entrance was
written in July, 2003 for inclusion in this set of songs. The song Everyone Sang was premiered by Maris Vipulis and pianist
Marc Shapiro on April 16, 1998. The four songs are each dedicated to four singer-friends of the composer.
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2. Entrance

Whoever you are: step out of doors tomqh% k.
Out of the room that lets you feel secure, 4 & "
Infinity is open to your sight. I W L -
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Siegfried Sassoon (1886-1967)

(. Everyone suddenly burst out singing;

Y% And T was filled with such delight

WWWWMWAS prisoned birds must find in freedom,

Winging wildly across the white

Orchards and dark-green fields; on- on- and out of sight.

David Conte

David Conte has received commissions from many of America’s leading performing ensembles, including Chanticleer, the
San Francisco Symphony Chorus, and the Oakland-East Bay Symphony. He is composer of three operas: The Dreamers
(Catalog No. 5219) with librettist Philip Littell, The Gift of the Magi (Catalog No. 5248) with librettist Nicholas Giardini
and Firebird Motel (Catalog No. 6269) with librettist David Yezzi. Conte is Professor of Composition at the San Francisco
Conservatory.
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Everyone Sang

Four Songs for Baritone and Piano

) David Conte
1. Homecoming

to Robert Barefield
A.E. Stallings

Moderately fast, buoyant J=144
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2. Entrance 9

to Tim Krol
Rainer Maria Rilke
Dana Gioia, tr.
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Original words in German by Rainer Maria Rilke.
Translation by Dana Gioia.

Translation © Copyright by Dana Gioia.

Used by permission.
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3. Quilt 13
to Ryan Villaverde
Diane Thiel

Moderately slow, with great calm J=52
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A version of “Quilt” appeared in Diane Thiel’s Echolocations (Story Line Press, 2000).
“Quilt” © Copyright by Diane Thiel. Reprinted by permission of the poet.
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4. Everyone Sang 17

to James Schwabacher

Siegfried Sassoon (1886—1967)

Allegro moderato, appassionato J=120
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