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The Dreamers

the first part of a history of California
an opera in four scenes

Dramatis Personae

General Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo, the first citizen of Sonoma (Bass-Baritone)
Francisco Benicia de Vallejo, his wife (Mezzo-Soprano)
Epifania (Fanny), their eldest daughter, the future Mrs. Frisbie (Soprano)
Adelaida (Adela)/Little Susie, the next daughter, a little girl (Girl Soprano)

» second son, a little boy (Boy Soprano)
The Empress Isadora, a cast-off wife of an Indian mercenary chief (Soprano)
The Bear/Sam Shattuck, an African American (Tenor)
Bear-Flagger Grigsby/Johnny Rowe, soldier, actor, dancer, costumier (Tenor)
Bear-Flagger Semple/James Eastin, a new arrival, local businessman (Baritone)
Bear-Flagger Merritt/Captain (later General) John Frisbie (Tenor)
Mary Eastin, wife to James Eastin (Mezzo-Soprano)

Elizabeth Fine, her cousin, a very recent widow (Soprano)

Sergeant (Baritone)
Major McDonnell, retired, Eastin’s business partner (Baritone)

Manuel Garcia/Bear-Flagger Knight, ne’er-do-well... (Tenor)

and many other parts to be taken by

The Men’s Chorus
(Bear-Flaggers, Stevenson’s N.Y. Volunteers, Settlers and No-Goods)

The Women’s Chorus

(Pioneers, Bear-Flag Women, Laundresses, Seamstresses,
Mothers, Wives, Cyprians, Spinsters and Divorcees)

The authors wish to dedicate this work to Daniel Boorstin
and to the memory of Aaron Copland.



The Dreamers

Scene Number Cast Member

Prologue

Scene One - A Bad Night

11 TheMikyWay. ...
Isadora, Ensemble Women

1.2 Fanny’s Getting Married ...
The Bear, Vallejo, Mrs. Vallejo, Fanny,
Adela, Platon, Ensemble Men (off-stage)

1.3 MyBabies...............
Mrs. Vallejo

14 Nightmare ...
Vallejo, Isadora, Mrs. Vallejo, Fanny,
Adela, Platon, the Bear

1.5 Bear-flaggers
Ensemble Men, Merritt (Frisbie), Semple
(Johnny Rowe), Grigsby (Eastin), Knight
(Manuel), Vallejo, Mrs. Vallejo, Fanny,
Adela, Platon

1.6 Whiskeyand Wine_ ...
Merritt, Vallejo, Mrs. Vallejo,
Ensemble Men, Ensemble Women

1.7 Make Noise First, Noisy Birds................_.
Sam, Vallejo, Ensemble Men (off-stage)

1.8 Our Babies

Manuel, Isadora, Sam

Vallejo, Mrs. Vallejo



Scene Two - A Better Day
2.1 The Card Game

Sam, Manuel, Johnny Rowe,
Ensemble Men, Isadora

2.2 I'm A Free Man

Sam, Ensemble Men

2.3 Eastin and Frisbie

Eastin, Major, Manuel, Frisbie
Ensemble Men, Lizzy and Mary (end)

24 Lizzy and Mary

Lizzie, Mary, Eastin, Frisbie
Ensemble Men

2.5 Show’sStarting. ...

Sam, Eastin, Sergeant, Ticket-taker,
Ensemble Men and Women

INTERMISSION

Scene Three - Inside the Theatre
3.1 Othello

Vallejo, Mrs. Vallejo, Fanny, Johnny Rowe,
“Desdemona”, Lizzy, Mary, Sergeant, Player
Soldier Boy

3.2 Black Paint

33 Apology ...

Vallejo, Mrs. Vallejo, Fanny, Frisbie, Eastin,
Sergeant, “Desdemona”, Johnny Rowe, Lizzy,
Mary, Ensemble

3.4a The Sunis Hot and High

Sam, Johnny Rowe, Ensemble

34b OnlyTam Left . ...

Isadora, Johnny Rowe, Ensemble
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Scene Number Cast Member Page

3.4c

3.4e

3.4f

3.5a

3.5b

3.5¢

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

3.10

Don’t Look Back

Eastin, Mary, Johnny Rowe, Ensemble ..____.__.._.____.. 179
3.4d The Dear, Dear Faces and the Sweet, Sweet Names

Johnny Rowe, Ensemble ... 188

Good-Bye, QuinnFine .. . 192
Lizzy

Names Quintet .. 194
Lizzy, Mary, Johnny Rowe, Eastin,
Ensemble

My Home is Not My Own/This is Our Home
Mrs. Vallejo, Vallejo ... 205

LookatMe! 212
Fanny

IHaveAPlan 218
Frisbie

Goin’to See The Elephant ... 221
Eastin, Frisbie, Vallejo, Sam, Ensemble Men

I'll Tell You What YouWant.... 224
Vallejo, Sam, Eastin, Frisbie, Mrs. Vallejo

Goodnight ... 235
Lizzy, Frisbie, Mean Soldier, Mean Card Player,
Soldier Boy, Isadora, Alabam’, Johnny Rowe,
Ensemble

StartNew. 240
Johnny Rowe

Candles in the Wilderness . 243
Ensemble



Scene Number Cast Member Page

Scene Four - What You Need To Be Happy

4.1 What You Need To Be Happy ... 249
Vallejo, Mrs. Vallejo

42 North, South, East, West 255
Ensemble

4.3 The Milky Way (Reprise) ... ... 257
Isadora, Ensemble

A4 A DICATN e 260

Vallejo, Little Susie, Ensemble



Prologue -01

The Dreamers

Prologue

Sonoma. 1848. A wall of the Casa Grande, still the biggest house in town, but distinctly run down. Rough drunken
male voices are heard singing “Oh Susannah” a cappella, off-stage. Gathered around a small campfire (a trash-fire,
really, more for comfort than warmth) are a couple of out-casts: Manuel Garcia and the “Empress Isadora”, an Indian
woman in a ball-gown. They are passing a bottle back and forth...Manuel is strumming a gltitar and serenading Isadora.

They are both very drunk.)
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Prologue -03
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Prologue -05
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Prologue -06
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Prologue -07
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8 Prologue -08
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Prologue -09
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10 Prologue -10
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Prologue -11
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1.1 The Milky Way -01

Scene One - A Bad Night

General Vallejo and his wife are in their bed, sleeping. The ceiling opens up to a high, starry sky. Moonlight streams
down upon the sleepers. Isadora enters the room. Women, settler’s wives, follow, one by one, joining in her song. Other
figures as well, perhaps are seen migrating through the chamber.

1.1 The Milky Way
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1.1 The Milky Way -02
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1.1 The Milky Way -03

poco rall. In tempo
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1.1 The Milky Way -04/ 1.2 Fanny’s Gefting Married -01
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1.2 Fanny’s Getting Married
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1.2 Fanny’s Getting Married -02
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1.2 Fanny’s Getting Married -03
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